
Hello science test makers, 
 
Kursplanen uttrycker inte några bestämda eller normerande svar. 
Swedish Law & Lgr11 also says - All parents should be able to send their children to school, 
fully confident that their children will not be prejudiced in favour of any particular view. 
Please find below your test maker group’s mistakes in the science, ideology & politics of your 
Year 9 National Test in Biology 2015 – a group thinking it’s not GroupThinking.  
 
I must say at the outset though, that I do not expect an answer or even any action on my 
comments. Other evidence-based science teachers have repeatedly tried politely and 
professionally to get a reasoned reply, but have only been given “we are many, come join us, 
have a nice summer” groupthink, argument fallacy, evidence-less answers: 
http://lagmansnatursida.se/rutan/tack%20for%20mail.pdf 
 
You have obviously been taken over by activist teacher, researcher & bureaucrat “leaders” in 
your group. Who are not encouraging, listening to or acting on contrary scientific evidence. I 
will be advising other science teachers NOT to join your “science” test makers groups.  
https://hbr.org/2014/11/making-dumb-groups-smarter%20 
 
Our school has recently discontinued the Year 6 science national tests (due to its enormous 
time consumption, non-pedagogical construction, evidence-less “science” and political 
ideology). I also look forward to the Year 9 national science tests being cancelled in the near 
future and being replaced with the IB or IGCSE science tests. 
 
Part A1 -Q3b 
SCIENCE PROBLEMS 
“In many places, the number of pollinating insects is decreasing” – This bias is with the anti-
Neonics activists in your group. Bees, the most common agricultural pollinators, are now 
embroiled in a political debate The evidence for “pollinator decline” is strongly disputed – 
http://www.nature.com/news/bees-lies-and-evidence-based-policy-1.12443 
http://www.pnas.org/content/110/12/4656.full 
http://www.sciencemag.org/search?site_area=sci&y=9&fulltext=Qualifying%20pollinator%2
0decline%20evidence&x=33&submit=yes 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/05/090507121949.htm 
http://www.fginsight.com/news/neonicotinoid-ban-already-hampering-oilseed-rape-nfu 
http://www.climatechangedispatch.com/bee-facts-changed-green-agendas-did-not.html 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jonentine/2013/04/11/science-collapse-disorder-the-real-story-
behind-neonics-and-mass-bee-deaths/ 
Your anti-pesticide activists are not being kept in check by this contrary evidence. 
 
Q9 
POLITICS PROBLEMS 
“When the supply of oil decreases”– Here you have been taken over by the Peak Oil and 
Anti-Fracking activists. It has been obvious to environmental activists (even UK lead enviro 
George Monbiot), at least since 2012, that oil reserves are continually increasing  - 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/jul/02/peak-oil-we-we-wrong 
The world is swimming in oil and more being found all the time, with no end in sight – 
http://www.energytribune.com/11720/whatever-happened-to-peak-oil#sthash.Jo9xSgU0.dpbs 
and now with hydraulic fracturing (fracking) there is presently a worldwide glut in oil – 



http://www.forbes.com/sites/markpmills/2015/04/22/earth-day-2015-celebrate-cheap-
abundant-oil-unleashed-from-the-earth-by-american-innovators/ 
However I doubt that you will even try showing this evidence to the anti-fracking teacher 
researcher activists in your test group, who likely would not change their minds whatever the 
evidence.   
 
Part A2 
IDEOLOGY PROBLEMS 
“WWF … are evaluated according to ecological impact” – Here you are siding with the  
business idea for making money with an environmental ideology: “Fish Labels” – Below is 
what I had to (by Swedish School Law) send out my students &  parents to make up for your 
political-ideological bias from your national test activist teacher-researcher group -  
------------------------------------------------------------ 

Bye the bye, I must also say that I found somewhat "interesting" the Year 9s biology national test 

part A2 critical thinking "Fact Table" that included the “Ecology”: WWFs Fish Guide as "fact", 

which students had to use as facts.  

Lest my friend Skolverket and the Umeå Uni test makers be accused of indoctrination, here are 

some references that present an alternate & scientific viewpoint questioning the efficiacy of the 

Seafood Eco-Label "business battle" - 

“My first question is, where is the science?” says Jennifer Jacquet, an environmental-studies 
researcher at New York University who has been critical of the MSC in the past (including in Nature). 
The report looks at the MSC's scoring of the fisheries. And the scoring system, says Jacquet, is both 
subjective and loosely interpreted in a way that favours granting new fisheries ‘sustainable’ status. 
She says she would have preferred to see more data on the biomass of the stocks and the rates at 
which they are being harvested to prove that they are sustainable. 
http://www.nature.com/news/eco-label-seafood-body-attempts-to-convince-critics-1.13409 
http://www.nature.com/news/seafood-labelling-under-fire-1.10626 
http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/32087/title/Can-Fish-Eco-Labeling-be-
Trusted-/ 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2011/jan/06/fish-marine-stewardship-council 
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/blog/abominable-salmon-council-buyer-beware 
http://www.ethicalcorp.com/supply-chains/seafood-labelling-%E2%80%93-fishy-tale-0 
Hmm ... Oh well, this is a debate that you can pursue in your coming gymnasium studies :-) 

---------------------------------------- 
So ... National Test makers in biology (& physics & chemistry & other subjects) ... you really 
need to try to raise your standards. You really need to sort out your science problems, your 
ideology problems and your politics problems. You have become just another we-are-saving-   
the-world unaccountable government agency http://www.rationaloptimist.com/blog/fifa-and-
other-unaccountable-international-fiefdoms.aspx 
As I say to my students:  “I will teach you:  
National Test science ... (pointing my left hand to the left)  
... and Real World science ... (pointing my right hand to the right).”  
What an emotion-based, political, ideological mess. 
Good bye, 
Brady Caldwell 
Science teacher 
Kvarngärdet International School, Uppsala 
http://skola.uppsala.se/sv/Kvarngardesskolan/Kvarngardesskolan/ 
https://skepticalswedishscientists.wordpress.com/2015/05/31/watching-wayward-warriors-
waging-worldwide-worries/ 


